
   

 

Tungsten West Ltd - Hemerdon Mineral Processing 
Plant & Mine Waste Facility Permit Application 
 

Application No EPR/AP3203ML/A001 Briefing note 1, October 2021 

 

Our role is to protect and improve the environment so that everyone can enjoy the benefits of 
a clean, safe and healthy place to live. 
 
We are responsible for granting or refusing environmental permits and regulating sites that 
may impact on the environment through water abstraction, emissions or waste materials. We 
will not issue a permit if current evidence suggests that the operation will be harmful to 
human health or the environment.  

 

Current situation:  

We have started determining two Environmental Permit applications received from Tungsten West 

Ltd at Hemerdon Mine, Drakelands, Plympton, Devon PL7 5BW. The application numbers are: 

Mineral Processing Plant - EPR/AP3203ML/A001 

Mining Waste Facility - EPR/JB3209MD/A001 

• These applications are now being technically assessed by experienced specialist officers in 
our National Permitting Service. We are gathering comments from all relevant parts of the 
Environment Agency, our statutory consultees and other interested parties. An experienced 
permitting officer is overseeing this process and ensuring that all comments received both 
internally or externally are recorded and considered.  

• The public consultation will be open from the 1st until the 29th October 2021 

• We will issue further information once we have completed our assessment of the applications 
and consultation comments 

 

Making your comments:  

We welcome comments on these applications in the following ways:  

• at our consultation website  

▪ https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/psc/pl7-5bw-tungsten-west-ltd  

▪ https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/psc/pl7-5bw-tungsten-west-limited 

• by email to enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk 

• by phone - Customer Service Line 03708 506 506 

Normally we are required to put any responses we receive on the public register. This includes your 

name and contact details. Please tell us if you do not want your response to be public.  

Our assessment: 

Once our assessment of the application is complete and we have considered all the relevant 

consultation responses we will make a decision about issuing a permit. For application no. 
EPR/AP3203ML/A001(Mineral Processing Plant) we will advertise our draft decision document and 

draft permit, known as our ‘Minded to Decision’. You will be able to see our response to your 
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comments raised during the consultation in our decision document. We will consider any further 

representations made at this point before we make a final decision on whether to issue this permit. 

Under current environmental legislation (the EPR), we can only refuse a permit if it fails to meet one 

or more of the legal requirements that ensures the proposed facility will not have a significant impact 

on the environment or human health. If all the requirements of the legislation are met, we are legally 

obliged to issue a permit.  

Every application is taken on its merits and is technically assessed appropriately and 

proportionately. We will only issue a permit if we are sure that the site will be designed, constructed 

and operated in a way that will not pollute the environment or harm human health.  

 

Comments we CAN take into account  

We can consider comments on any aspects that we are required to assess when deciding whether 

to grant an environmental permit. The main ones are: 

• the location of local receptors, wildlife, habitats, any planned projects such as new housing or 
industry if the facility is within our screening distances (e.g for SSSI’s the screening distance is 
1000m) 

• emissions from the operation of the facility including air, water, land, noise and odour and the 
predicted impacts on human health and the environment, (but not climate change which is 
covered by the planning process)  

• the proposed techniques including whether any alternative techniques have been considered 
and whether this is deemed appropriate for the process  

• energy usage efficiency and energy generation efficiency; raw material use  

• minimisation of waste generated by the process, and the recovery, recycling or disposal of this 
waste 

• the condition of the soil and groundwater below the site 

• the potential for accidents (in terms of the risk to the environment rather than on workers which 
is covered by the Health and Safety Executive). 

 

Comments we CANNOT take into account 

We cannot consider comments that relate to: 

• any activities, relating to the facility, outside of the site boundary – e.g potential increase in 
traffic and vehicle movements  

• the visual impact of the facility (considered by the planning authority).  

Only when we are satisfied that the operation will not cause harm, and all the correct technologies 

and best practices are in place to protect the environment and people’s health would an operator be 

issued with a permit. A permit contains conditions which, if the operator does not adhere to for 

whatever reason, we will investigate and take legal action where appropriate. 

 

Do you have questions? 

Our staff may be able to assist you with any specific queries not covered in this newsletter. You can 

contact us through our National Customer Contact Service number 03708 506 506 or emailing 

enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk. 
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